Changing views about "usual charges".
The OIG's new definition of "usual charges" could have a significant impact on payment rates for a hospital's services. Traditionally, "usual charges" has referred simply to non-discounted rates maintained in a hospital's charge description master. The OIG's definition of the term includes discounted rates that a hospital negotiates with commercial payers. If the OIG's definition is adopted, payers may attempt to apply it, thereby complicating rate setting negotiations and monitoring of contract compliance.